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The food situation in Easst Germany is considered to be tight in spite of tie
favorable 1955 grain harvest.l Vegetable and animel production will probebly
not be gdequate to guarantee a sufficient food supply. Thus state food rezerves
will have to be used and food will have to be imported in order to alleviste the
situation.

l.

2. The rye harvest for 1955 is estimated at 1,127,200 metric tons. An edditicnal
70,009 tons will be obtained through imports in exchange for aitrogen (sie).
But this total of 1,197,200 tons will only suffice to cover the needs of tue
peopls as to bread, rye flour, etc., up to 15 May 1956, Betuween then and the
time when the 1956 rye crop will be harvested another 390,000 tons must be

impqrted to meet food requirements.

The 1955 wheat harvest is estimated at 440,000 tons. An additional 40,000

tone are expected to be procured through imports in exchange for nitrogen {sic).
This total of 480,000 tons, however, will only meet food requirements until

20 February 1956. Here likewise the gap until the 1956 harvest hes to be
bridged by imports of 480,000 tons.2

3.

4, The barley crop is not adequate to meet the brewing industry requiremeants. It
is planned to import 50,000 tons of brewing malt from Czechoslovakia in exchenge

for 65,000 tons of feed grain.

The sugar supply situstion is very unfavorsble.
estimated at 1,000,000 tons less than in 1954.3
its large harvest were considered too high in ¢

The 1955 beet sugar crop is
Sugar exports during 1954 wiih
son to domestic needs and

will probably not reach the same amount during 1955.

Becausz of lack of sugar

reserves the Ministry of Trade end Supply hsd to borrow 10,000 tons from Czechoe

slovakia to cover priority aceds.

Sugal’ exporis,amounting to 263,000 touns,
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vhieh were pieaced for the lest quarter of 1955 ané for the first quarter of
19535 enmaet Te neolized. The nlready difficult situction would have bescme
mere eritiesl this year bul for the peor frult crop which reduced the usuml
sugar roguiranents for canning purposes.

The egy oupply sltuatlcn is vnfeverable. By 30 Junc 1955, h,000,000 less
egyn wae prutured thar ved beon planncd. A furzher deterioration in the
gitualion i covsed by import redustions vhich will smount oo 400,000,000
eggo for the current year. The prospecte of supplyirg eggs to the popuisce
Guring the Lnet quarter of 1955 and the first guorter of 1956 sre clim.

Suffielent mvad for doznstic comsunption.coild only te obtained through release of
availehle stote mcat recerves of 8,000 tons. Cabtle deliveries, live-weight

beols, evoiloble for Septenbder 1955, ave estimated at 66,000 tons which is

8,200 tens less than negded. This shortage will have o be made up through iwports.
Demsiztie catile deliveries apd imports for the monthe folleving Soptember 1955

are a3 follsva:

Cettle Procurement - Meat Importe

{1ive velght)(mepric tons) {(metric tons)
Dehehm 71,000 11,000
TeverBor ¢8,600 7,000
DeecibeT 104,000 5,300

The ceontmie plen made zeovizions for o state ment reserve of 40,000 ¢ons to
e reached by 31 Deceabsr 1955; it is, hovever, not expected that the amount
of storad uest will surpass 235,000 tous, .

The veretgdle oil situsition is cbnsidm'eé nore fevorable bazoguse 50,000 tons of
21l erops ave €0 be ilmposrted froem the Soviet Blec countries.d It 1s tuercfere
czpoeted theh the state vesorves will omount to 12,000 tons by 31 Dacember 1955.

The frvit situstion is very unfavorable because of the poor harvest and because
of the iredequate iuporis from Soviet Bloc countries; 10,000 tons of fruit pulp
204 {0 be ioported for jam processing.

It i estimated that only 3,700,000 tons of potstoes will be procured in 1.9556
whilz, hovever, requiremente will emount to %,100,000 tons.! The deficient
amouni of hG0,000 tons cen cnly be made up through reduction of quotas allocated
%0 the fod processing lndustry, to lorgesscale wssrs, %o the State Ssed Fund
and to specicl consumers. Fuztherusre, starch production will have o be reduced
2% the suponse of consurer neods while export contrecte will have to be realized
in full. %he following table gives the utilization pattern for state-controlled
30%ato supplles for the peried 1 July 1954 through 30 June 1955 and the estimated
requircients Jor She 1955 ond 1936 erop yesrs.

Consumption Estimated Reguirements
1 July 255%=30 June 1955 July 3955-30 June 1956
(metric tons; {metric tops)
Gomsunty supply 2,236,000 2,300,000
Lerge-scale users (factory mess, ete.) 384,000 : 465,000
Beceding purposes ' 505,000 390,000
State Fesd Fuzd (Staatliche
Pmta»mimemopﬂs) ' 75,000 126,000
oot proceceing industry 453,000 433,000
Bxports ) ' 42,000 83,000
Special consumers 150,000 192,000
lwoser (epuilage, ote.) __ 129,000 100,000
3,574,000 ;085,000
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.. Comment: The 1955 grain harvest shows prospects of exceeding thac below- 25X1

average 1954 harvest by 20 percent.

Comment: East Germen postwar grain producticn bae gererally besa inode- 25X1
quate to meet dowestic consumption requirements. East Germen bresd grain imports, -
primarily frem the USSR, have renged between one half and ore million metric tons.

i // K Comment: 1954 suger beet production has been estimated at ebous 25X1

94.@@&&: 1955 planned sugar exports (refired basis calculated at 25X1
. 20 percent of raw quentity) were 320,000 metzic tons.

5. Comment: Aversge znnuel imperta of oleagirous materiels from Soviet 25X1
Bloc countries has been estimated at upwards ef 150,000 metric tons, con-
sisting primerily of soyn boaus and pcanuts from Cormunist China.
6. ____ Coment: The 1935 potato harvost is estimated to fall below the 1954 20X
hazvest by at least 20 jrercent. :
T Comment: East German potato production, hcwever, has averaged upwards 25X1
of 10,600,000 metric tons. The rajor portion of the potato crop is reteined
on the farm snd is not deliverad to siate purchesing or procurement agencies.
25X1
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